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April 4, 2006 (Molokai)

completely. And when I went on that trip, I really learned a lot and. . .I really think that
more women should go into the field because it’s very, very male dominated and. . .you
just spread out more and gain more confidence to get into there.

CHAIR KANE: Thank you. Members, any questions for Mr. Whitten or these two young
ladies?

MR. WHITTEN: I would like to say that the four girls who went, went initially reluctantly to
participate in something called physics olympics. But of the 12 schools there, we
finished second. So--

CHAIR KANE: Congratulations.

MR. WHITTEN: --it was, they did a very fine job.

CHAIR KANE: Great job. Thank you. Thank you very much for your testimony.
AUDIENCE: .. .(applause). ..

CHAIR KANE: Members, we’re just going to take a, a few minutes of a break so you can take
care of your personal needs. We’ll come back, on my clock, at 7:45. So it’s about seven
minutes, Members. Okay, we’re in recess for seven minutes. . . .(gavel). . .

RECESS: 7:41 p.m.
RECONVENE: 7:47 p.m.

CHAIR KANE: Okay, Members, here we go. .. .(gavel)... Thank you for that brief recess,
ladies and gentlemen. We’re moving on. Our next testifier is Judy Caparida and she’ll
be followed by Ruth Manu.

MS. CAPARIDA: Aloha, board. Nice to see you all here and our Councilman also. I’m here on
behalf of myself, my community. . .(chuckle). . .for everybody on Molokai. I'm really
thankful for you folks being here. I don’t know if we’ve ever come before you in the two
years that our health center has opened, and it was like a helping hand to our hospital
because we’re having like 2,000 people now in the new health center. And for us it’s like
whatever we can do for our health center, whatever we can do for the hospital, we’re
supposed to be working together for the benefit of our people and the needs. And I'm
here to say, I don’t know if they wen put anything in for the budget. But I’m here to say,
you know what, we need money for the, for keep our health center going, and that’s our
Molokai Community Health Center. And I think it’s two years, going to three years that
it’s just opened up, and we’re going to have a dentist now. It’s so hard because a lot of
them have to go off-island. There’s not enough dentists on the island to furnish the
services. So that is my concern for us here on Molokai and for our fire station--for all the
needs that was brought up to. . .this evening, it’s really something that we need. So, I
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hope you can spread the budget around so we all can have a part of that budget. And I'm
really thankful for everybody being here to share, and thank you very much.

CHAIR KANE: Ms. Caparida, I'm sorry, if you can state your name for the record, please.
MS. CAPARIDA: Judy Lokelani Caparida.

CHAIR KANE: Thank you. Members, any questions for Ms. Caparida? Seeing none, thank
you very much. Ruth Manu, followed by Debra Mapul [sic].

MS. ALCON (from the staff desk): Mapel.

CHAIR KANE: Mapel, excuse me. It looks like a “u”, not an “e”. I’'m sorry, forgive me.
Ms. Manu.

MS. MANU: Aloha, my name is Ruth Manu. I’'m here to. . .now let’s get this clear okay, I'm a
Molokai resident and all the money for the budget (inaudible) on Molokai is for Molokai.
I’m speaking about my family in Maui, okay. This concerning my family that living on
the island on Maui, okay. ‘Cause you guys, most of you, come from over there, but I
think you going know about this.

It has been. . .let’s see...the Mayor, Mayor Wayne [sic] Arakawa, Alan Arakawa,
December 2005. . .made a proposal, I guess, or whatever to WWC, Wailuku Water
Company. Wow, he said he wen put it in the budget for $7 million. We’re talking about
the water, okay. It is affecting all those that live in. . .wait now, ‘cause I no more my
glasses, hello, okay...Waiehu, Waichu, Iao...the Waiechu and lao Stream that, you
know, they’re running dry just like how they wanted to make at Wailau. No, no, no.
Hello? So Mayor Arakawa wants to buy back the water so Maui residents can have it for
them. Hello? These guys no more no sugar cane no more, they’re not having any
macadamia nuts now. So why are they wasting the water? Why do Maui community or
resident living there has to buy the water from them? Ino think so. Hello? If, if that is
happening on Molokai, ah, hello. .. But you know what, I'm just concerned about that
because we have family over there that saying you know what, Aunty, please help us.

So, I just letting you guys know that ’'m going to help support my family that’s living
there that’s saying that WWC, Wailuku Water Company, is trying to say that they own
that whole thing and now they don’t want to share it with the public, where it is a public
thing. Right? ‘Cause over here say, the issue, taking public control of public water.
That’s the issue. So if Arakawa is saying he wants to set a budget for $7 million, then we
should give ‘em. Life is more important, water is important. So give it back to who it
belongs to, those who live there. Hello? That company shouldn’t be owning anything by
itself, it belongs to all those who live there around that area. It is the streams, the two
streams. So you know what, I’'m saying give it back to who it belongs to.

MS. REVELS: Three minutes.
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MS. MANU: Mahalo.

CHAIR KANE: Thank you, Ms. Manu. Members, any questions for Ms. Manu?
MS. MANU: Do any of you guys know about this? Hello?

CHAIR KANE: Thank you very much for your testimony.

MS. MANU: You do? Thank you.

CHAIR KANE: .. .(chuckle). . .

AUDIENCE: .. .(applause). . .

CHAIR KANE: Debra Mapel. Sorry, Debra, I didn’t know a “u” and a “¢”.
MS. MAPEL: It’s my handwriting. . . .(chuckle). . .

CHAIR KANE: Thank you.

MS. MAPEL: Okay. Good evening, Council. I’'m Debra Mapel and I missed the Mayor when
he was here, so I know this is eleventh hour. But I was thumbing through the budget real
fast and, you know, I’ve testified before, we’ve been trying to get the County to buy this
land up east end and make us a park, and we went through the rezoning and got it
rezoned. And, you know, Molokai is not the hidden secret island anymore, it is selling so
fast and we have so many places that people think are County parks, and they’re private
property. And people have been using--I mean I see ‘em on maps listed as parks, they’re
private property, and they’re going up for sale and our, our beach access is gone, it is
going. You can drive out here five miles out of town, the house isn’t even framed and
it’s for sale. Okay. It’s happening so fast and we have been trying for years to purchase
these properties and again it’s going to go out of. . .you know, the cost range, we’re not
going to be able to afford ‘em. So, you know, it’s been feast or famine when we were
asking before, you guys had no money. But, you know, it’s coming in now, we do have
money. 1 work for the State and, you know, we had budget cuts when there was no
money, and now that we have money we gotta put it back into our programs, into our
infrastructure. Sometimes we kind of are venturing out a little bit out of our
areas. . .(chuckle). . .spending money some places where the State should’ve been, spend
money and County’s picking up the load, and we just gotta stick with our basics and get it
back on track. Because this building. . .can you imagine a party with 500 people here,
and that’s not uncommon. I’'m surprised the building is still standing. We should be
taking advantage of One Alii Park, building a pavilion for parties and saving this for
meetings and other uses.

-35 -



BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE MINUTES
Council of the County of Maui

April 4, 2006 (Molokai)

This area, I don’t know who planned it, but the fire station was a mistake from day one.
.. .(chuckle). .. We could’ve told you that. But we do need a new fire station, that’s a
given. Oh, I’'m segueing here. ...(chuckle)... We need a new fire station. But I
watched their budget proposal on TV before you folks and I’ve been kind of watching
them--I used to be with the EMS services--and I’m kind of disappointed. The County,
the County Fire Department, I mean they told you tonight they respond on every one of
our medical calls. Well, we have one ambulance and two people. They kind of have a
lot more people than we got. . .(chuckle). . .and they’re also out there in the community,
it’s rural. Why isn’t our Fire Department looking into picking up EMS services?
They’re the first responders. We’re very rural. You look at the number of calls--and I'm
going to get choked for saying all this--but. . .(chuckle). . .you look at all their calls,
they’re, they’re medical calls and, you know, we have very few fire runs, and I'm really
wondering why they’re not looking at incorporating EMS. Only Kauai and Maui County
does not incorporate EMS into the County services. You know, we have a lot of training
with these guys and they’re good first responders, but there’s a point where you’re going
to have to pick it up, you’re going to have to come up to the next level, and, and Maui is
rural.

I work all three islands. I’m with the Department of Health. Molokai--
MS. REVELS: Three minutes.

MS. MAPEL: Oh, I'm sorry. Molokai has a lot of good things. We’re actually doing really
well compared to a lot of areas in Maui, and then we have a lot of areas where we’re
just. . .down there, our parks. Our Fire Department is very well staffed, very well
equipped. We gotta bring ‘em up. We’ve got to join these two services. If you want
help in the west end--we started off with one station, Hoolehua was a substation; it’s now
a full station. We have Pukoo which is a substation. Let’s get EMS in with the Fire
because I think what a lot of people are looking at is saving lives. You can always
replace your house. We gotta save lives. . .and that’s medical. So, I'm looking at their
budget and wondering why they’re not projecting for the future of incorporating EMS
into the Fire.

MS. REVELS: Four minutes.
MS. MAPEL: Thank you.
CHAIR KANE: Thank you, Ms. Mapel. Members, any questions? Member Johnson.

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Thanks very much. I just wanted to make sure the park area
that you’re speaking about, which area is that?

MS. MAPEL: Well, it’s a 19 mile marker, we call it Morris Point, Murphy Park, 19 mile
marker. It’s kind of got three or four different names. You looked at it once before.

-36 -



BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE MINUTES
Council of the County of Maui

April 4, 2006 (Molokai)

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Okay. I think that’s the one that we had in my Committee
and I believe that. . .I, I will just follow up on it, but I know we looked at the acquisition
for that. Do you remember what the price was?

MS. MAPEL: Mr. Mateo probably can tell you more because I haven’t been in on the
negotiations of price.

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Okay.
MS. MAPEL: Just trying to get somebody to buy it and somebody to sell it. . . .(chuckle). . .

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: I, T know. That’s the same park we’re thinking of then.
Thank you very much.

MS. MAPEL: Thank you.

CHAIR KANE: Any further questions for Ms. Mapel? Hearing none, thank you very much for
your testimony and thanks for hanging in there. Walter Ritte, followed by Loretta Ritte.

MR. RITTE: Whoa, lots of mosquitoes tonight. Thank you for coming tonight. I wanted to
follow through with the, a request from. . .a program called Kamalama. It’s students that
meet during intercession and they’ve been meeting for three years, and after three years
they’ve come to a point where they have a request--and I think they made the request to
the Mayor also--and the request is to have a shoreline management plan for the island of
Molokai. We have a good plan for Moomomi and the Molokai Ranch plan includes some
shoreline management schemes. So maybe a fourth of our island already is being put
under management. So the kids decided that they wanted the whole island to be put
under some kind of a shoreline management effort. So the timing we felt was good
because Molokai is going to come up with a General Plan. So if there was some funding
inside of the budget to come up with a shoreline management plan for the rest of
Molokai, which would be most, most of the south shore, and I think this would be a really
good investment. If we don’t do that, then maybe we can go and do the same thing the
Hana guys are doing, which is like take things into your own hands and protect your own
shoreline. . .you know, cut the tires or whatever they’re doing in Hana. That’s another
way that we could do shoreline management. But we felt that if we did it through a
planning process, would be much better and we’d get better results. So Molokai is
anxious to be the island that has a shoreline management plan for the entire island, and
then maybe we can get the rest of the islands to start doing that, because all of us are
losing our fish and all of the food that we get in the ocean, and there’s, there’s no reason
for that to happen. All we need is a management plan that we can all buy into. So, I'm
here tonight on behalf of these kids to ask that if there is some kind of a budget so that we
can do this plan. I’ve talked to Urban Development at the University of Hawaii which
did the Molokai, the Governor’s Subsistence Task Force, and they would be willing to do
this plan ‘cause they have already worked within this community and they worked in
many, many communities throughout the State. So they would be able to do a plan that
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would be, you know, wouldn’t be a high, high cost plan ‘cause they use their students to
do stuff like this, and they do a good job. So, I’'m hoping that you guys put something in
the budget and. . .if it makes any sense, then we can go and ask those guys what kind of
budget that would be. Thank you.

CHAIR KANE: Thank you. Members, any questions for Mr. Ritte? Hearing none, thank you
very much. Loretta Ritte, followed by Mahea Davis.

MS. RITTE: Aloha mai kakou. My name is Loretta Ritte and I’'m a homesteader in Hoolehua.
I’'m here in support of Kahua Ola Hou, it’s a wellness center here on Molokai. I think it’s
a very unique and one of a kind center. My family. . .well, my niece participated in this
program, and one of the things that I found that was very different that I couldn’t find
anywhere else either on Maui, Oahu, or on Kauai that this center provided was a family
atmosphere. It wasn’t an atmosphere of 8 o’clock I check in and 5 o’clock I go home, the
attitude of the caregivers or the counselors. One of the things that came from my family,
the mother and the grandmother of my niece, was that what was unique here on Molokai
is that there was a caring attitude, lots of love, and family. And so I say mahalo to you
for the money that you give towards this wellness center, and I say you please continue to
give it. If you can give more, that would even be better ‘cause we know that there’s a
‘great problem here in the State of Hawaii, and I just think this is a really, really, really
good, good center. Mahalo.

CHAIR KANE: Thank you, Ms. Ritte. Members, any questions? Hearing none, thank you for
your testimony this evening. Mahea Davis.

MS. DAVIS: Aloha, my name is Mahealani Davis. I'm here to testify this evening on two
items. One is the Mayor’s CIP budget item for $7 million to purchase Wailuku Water
Company’s intake systems, and the other is in support of the Department of Planning
budget item for $10,000 to support the Molokai Traditional Use Overlay District, which
is a mapping project for the east end of Molokai.

Since I only get three minutes for two things. . .(chuckle). . .1 think Il just--
CHAIR KANE: You have four minutes.

MS. DAVIS: Oh, okay. ...(chuckle)... For the Manae mapping project, it is listed in the
Planning Department’s section of the budget as Molokai Traditional Use Overlay
District, and this project grew out of a desire by east end community members to protect
the wetlands and shoreline resources in that area of the island, which is the southeast area
from Kamalo to Halawa Valley. Out of those discussions with Planning Department staff
about how a community might best work with Planning Department people to, to do
better monitoring and management and protection of the shoreline resources that are
important to this community’s subsistence, lifestyle, and cultural activities, it was decided
that the first, a good first step would be to take all existing surveys, studies, including the
subsistence study that Walter made reference to, Subsistence Task Force study that UH
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Manoa did. Also, Army Corps of Engineers has done a study. Also, State Historic
Preservation Division has mapped and noted that there is a wealth of archaeological and
cultural resources out there, and so many so that they had proposed a southeast
archaeological district be created which would’ve been 25 square miles in a certain area
out there. The idea is to take all of this information and have Planning Department GIS
technicians create overlays so that there is a good resource for Planning Department staff,
for Planning Commissioners, for realtors, for community members--anybody who’s
involved in good planning and long-range planning. There’d be a tool, a resource
available for all of those folks to use. So we’re trying to be very proactive and take
existing information that is on shelves scattered here and there and put it together into a
usable tool. The $10,000 item was put there by Planning Department staff to support this
project, which is already we’re a year and a half into it. So, I would ask you to support
that, please.

The other item is for a bit larger amount. . .$7 million has been proposed by the Mayor
who has been working with the Office of Hawaiian Affairs and--

MS. REVELS: Three minutes.

MS. DAVIS: --and other agencies to figure out how to best take care of their streams. Now
Aunty Ruthy Manu, Aunty Judy Caparida, and other members of this community have a
long history of working on water issues and trying to figure out the best way to manage
and take care of the streams which. . .for a long time were treated like personal property
of plantation, agribusiness entities. Since the Water Code was put into effect, it is, it is
understood that this is a public trust resource that should be managed with two things in
mind. One is the, the consumptive uses of water, which is somebody takes water, does
something with it, they grow a crop, they provide water to a development, it creates
revenues for the County, for the company as well, but also for the County at-large
through taxes and other kinds of revenues. But there--

MS. REVELS: Four minutes.

MS. DAVIS: --are also--I'm almost done--there are also values which are public trust values of
water, and some of those are that streams need to flow in order for there to be life in the
stream and also in the offshore areas that depend on fresh water getting out there for the
lifecycle of certain animals that we like to eat and some that we just like to look at to
continue to flourish. These streams that we’re talking about in this particular situation
also serve to recharge lao Aquifer, and if the streams are being diverted away, for
whatever reason, they do not have a chance to recharge Iao Aquifer, which we all know is
in, in kind of critical condition right now. So, I support this because this purchase would
allow the County of Maui to manage those streams, those stream flows, that water quality
and aquifer recharge values with a balance consideration for public trust values of water
and the consumptive uses of water, both of which bring financial benefit to the County of
Maui. So, I ask you please to support this, this allocation and thank you very much for
your leadership and, and vision in this very important issue. Thank you very much.
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CHAIR KANE: Thank you, Ms. Davis. Members, any questions for Ms. Davis? Hearing none,
thank you very much for your testimony. Is there anybody else here in this room that has
not testified, that would like to? Now is your opportunity to come forward. Yes, sir,
please come forward and state your name for the record and then we’ll have you sign up
afterwards.

MR. ARAKAKI: Iknow, I know there was an order here. Am I nextor...?
CHAIR KANE: Please state your name. Proceed.

MR. ARAKAKI: Good evening. It’s almost good night time, but I know we’re running late and
everybody wants to get home. . .make, make this real short. My name is Alton Arakaki.
I am the County Extension Agent here with the University of Hawaii. On, on Mol...,
Molokai I wear many, many hats, being a community person, community-minded person.
But tonight I, I come here to represent my day job.

On behalf of the College of Tropical Agriculture and Human Resources, Maui County
Cooperative Extension Service, I would like to express my deepest gratitude for the Maui
County providing the Extension Service with funds to conduct an extension education in
the County. The funds you provided made it possible for CTAHR and CES staff to
conduct activities to help our farmers and clientele in many areas. In the Maui County,
extension agents, like myself, use the funds to help ranchers eradicate noxious and
invasive weeds in pastures; explored methods of using compost to manage vegetable
diseases; conducted trials in search of turf grass suited for high temperatures--and that’s
many areas in, in the County that use this turf grass and looking for a turf that. . .would
grow in high temperature areas--work with cover crop to manage nematodes in taro
production on Molokai; established a demonstration plot on Lanai; we conducted food
safety training; and improved Maui County Master Gardening program and initiated
series of workshops for new, for new, small and part-time farmers in the County.

For FY 2007, we once again would like to ask your support by providing funds to
conduct our activities on Maui, Molokai, and Lanai. The funds you provide will be
allocated to extension agents to conduct activities and working directly with growers,
homeowners, and many organizations and agencies. I ask your support. Thank you.
CHAIR KANE: Thank you, Mr. Arakaki. I found your paper.
MR. ARAKAKI: Okay.

CHAIR KANE: It was stuck to somebody else’s one. Any questions, Members? Hearing none,
thank you very much. Is there anybody else here wishes to testify?

...END OF PUBLIC TESTIMONY. . .

- 40 -



BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE MINUTES
Council of the County of Maui

April 4, 2006 (Molokai)

CHAIR KANE: Seeing none, thank you very much, ladies and gentlemen, for allowing us to be
here this evening with you folks. Members, this meeting for April 4, 2006 here on
Molokai is adjourned. . . .(gavel). ..

COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTIONS. (excused: MA, RC)

ACTION: DEFER pending further discussion.

ADJOURN:  8:13 p.m.

APPROVED:

bf:min:060404-Molokai Transcribed by: Tammy M. Frias
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